A skin g Cal Poly tough questions on gender and LG B T Q IA
In a MustangDailyPoll, more than halfofthe students, facultyandstaffpolled felt Cal Polydoesa goodjob at
addressinggenderamtLGBTQIAissues, butcampus leaderssaid there is still more work tobe done.
Erin Hurley
M USTAN GDAILYW IRE^GM AIL.COM

The debate over gender equality is
not new — it is an issue that has
been fought over in this country for
more than a century. Women and
members o f the lesbian, gay, bisexu
al, transgender, questioning, intersex
and ally (LG BTQ IA ) community
arc still working to win more rec
ognition and acceptance in society.
Sometimes members o f these groups
in the Cal Poly community still en
counter difRculty in overcoming ste
reotypes and asserting their right to
feel safe and accepted.
Despite the many resources
available to address gender and LG 
B T Q IA issues and the positive poll
results from students, faculty and
staff, campus leaders said there is
still work to be done.
“All
students
come to Cal
Poly expect
ing to be

safe, successful and to find groups
that appeal to their needs,” Vice
President for Student Affairs Cornel
M orton said. “We still have work to
do, especially in education.”
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The Cal Poly student body is sta
tistically m alc-dom inatcd;55.4 per
cent male compared with 4 4 .6 per
cent female, according to the Fall
2 0 1 0 PolyView report, although
the number o f women increased
from 4 3 .9 percent in fall 2009.
Christina Kaviani is the coordina
tor o f the W omens Center — or
the Gender Equity Center as it will
officially become after a ribbon-cut
ting ceremonythis month. Kaviani
s a i d

there is still a huge need at Cal Poly
for programs about female self-es
teem and self-awareness.
“We make presentations with
(Campus) Housing and to frater
nities and sororities about ways to
stay safe, but we still need to focus
on empowerment,” Kaviani said.
fhough Kaviani said she sees a
shift in jobs occurring across the
country with more women attend
ing college and holding high pro
fessional positions, she believes it is
still not equal. She said some men
love the idea o f stronger women,
and some are threatened.
“The idea o f ‘feminism’ means
different things to different people
— it’s intended to mean believing
that women should be equal,” Ka
viani said. “We get pretty good re
sults with our programs and events,
but we’re continually in a push."
As a women’s and gender studies
professor, Jane Lehr said women
at Cal Poly are over

represented in some majors and
underrepresented in others. Lehr
focuses on ways to bring a more
social aspect into the science, tech
nology, engineering and mathemat
ics (S T E M ) discipline curriculum.
“There’s the idea that women
have a softer vision when it comes
to engineering, but I don’t think
there is any biological reason,” Lehr
said. “I came to Cal Poly in 2 0 0 7
and since then I’ve seen more events
about women in ST E M disciplines
that are sponsored by multiple col
leges — it’s exciting to me.”
Vice President o f Inclusive Ex
cellence David Conn said as an ad
ministrator he has heard about ex
periences women at Cal Poly have
with insensitive treatment.
“I’ve heard women say when
they’re trying to speak in a maledominated environment, the men
just talk right over them,” Conn
said.
also hear many stories from
women about how
they don’t al
w ays

“1

feel safe on campus.”
Kaviani also said spreading
awareness about sexual assault on
campus is important, and is not just
limited to women. She said she has
seen many students who want to be
educators about women’s issues and
sexual assault, and the number o f
men interested has also grown.
“We want more men involved in
learning and teaching others about
how to deal with sexual assault —
I think every fraternity and club
should have some sort o f require
ment to have i presentation about
it,” Kaviani said.
She said she would like to see
more faculty and staff involved in
education about sexual assault be
cause the first person some victims
go to is their professor.
Psychology senior Kara Barbieri
and the Gender Equity Center’s
SA FER programming assistant, said
the center reaches out to women as
well as men and focuses on talking
to incoming freshman classes.
“Sexual assault is still a big issue
and there’s more to be done with
spreading the word about protec
tion,” Barbieri said. “People still
don’t think it could happen to
them. We do have more men
realizing they could be a part
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FLORIDA (MCD —

AUSTRALIA (MCD —

In 2010, 204 companies expand
ed outside California, moved out
completely or decided against
moving here — four times the
number in 2009, according to Ir
vine business relocation expert joe
Vranich.
He released his final tally for
2010 — 204 companies vs. 51 in
2009 — adding that he’s sure his
list is incomplete.
“For every company depanure
or disinvestment event that be
comes public, there are countless
others that we don’t hear about,”
he says. “If the event does not be
come public knowledge, there is
no way to add it to the list.”
Vranich says he relies on public
records, and some companies leave
town with no fanfare. Also, he ex
cludes individual retail stores or
restaurants o f big chains and firms
whose depanurcs appear unrelated
to California’s tax and regulation
environment.

The tiny south Florida pharmacy
that built a proBtable business
blowing the whisde on drug com
panies that over-charge the govern
ment won a signal victory Tuesday.
For the first time, one o f the
companies it reported to authori
ties had taken the case to court last
month. O n Tuesday, a Texas jury
ordered the company to pay $170
million for cheating the state’s
Medicaid program.
lh a t not only means the whis
tle-blower, Ven-A-Care o f the Flor
ida Keys, is in line to get several
million dollars in reward money,
but it also means the company’s re
markable whistle-blowing winning
streak continues.

Tlie monster cyclone hurtling to
ward Australia’s north-east coast
was upgraded Wednesday to the
maximum category Bve, and the
3 0 0 .0 0 0 people in its path warned
o f an impact “more life-threaten
ing than any experienced during
recent generations.”
More than 30,000 people have
fled Queensland’s far-north ahead
o f the arrival o f tropical Cyclone
Yasi, which is expected to make
landfall before nightfall within a
55-mile stretch o f coast between
Cairns and Innisfail.
Weather bureau forecaster Gor
don Banks said Yasi was so im
mense that it would not lose all
its power as it hit land but hold its
force for hours.
Yasi is expected to be the most
destructive ever, easily eclips
ing category-four Cyclone Larry,
which in 2006 tore through the
coastal community o f Innisfail,
tearing down trees and damaging
houses.

A Bakersfield couple who have
lived in Egypt since 1999 were
trying to flee the country Monday
amid what the husband described
as a chaotic situation on the streets
o f their neighborhood in a Cairo
suburb.
Business consultant Douglas
Anderson and his wife, Karla, who
have family in Bakersfield and own
two homes here, were hoping to
board a I'uesday flight to Amman,
Jordan, where they planned to wait
out the political upheaval convuls
ing Egypt.
Saying news media portrayals o f
anti-Americanism in Egypt seem
overblown, Douglas Anderson
sounded calm on his cell phone
Monday night. He said he and his
wife do not feel threatened, though
he noted that some o f his neigh
bors in Cairo’s diplomatic corridor
have erected barricades and armed
themselves with golf clubs, base
ball bats and sticks.
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N O RTH CAROLINA (M C D —
North Carolina’s dentists have Bled
a lawsuit challenging the Federal
Trade Commission’s authority to
stop them from shutting down
tooth-whitening operations at mall
kiosks and day spas.
The lawsuit. Bled Tuesday in
U.S. District Court in Raleigh, al
leges constitutional violations last
summer when the FT C charged
that the state’s dental board was
squelching competition by target
ing the whitening services.
The dental board’s lawsuit es
calates a disagreement over what
constitutes dental practice, and the
motivations for making those des
ignations.
Dentists argue that tooth-whit
ening services are something only
a licensed dentist can perform un
der state law, which stipulates that
stain removal is a dental procedure.
Using that law, the dental board
in recent years sent letters to whit
ening operations that had begun
proliferating in malls and spas or
dering them to stop their services.
The FT C , however, alleged last
summer that bleaching teeth is dif
ferent from stain removal, using a
slightly more powerful concentra
tion o f chemicals that are widely
available in drugstore whitening
strips.
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DENMARK (MCD —
An 11-m ile-long tunnel under
the Baltic Sea was the preferred
option to ^link Denmark and
Germany,
Danish
politicians
said Tuesday.
“An immersed tunnel is som e
thing we have experience of,”
Transport M inister Hans Chris
tian Schm idt said after meeting
with the transport com m ittee.
T h e two countries have for
years discussed establishing fixed
road- and rail link across the
Fehmarn Belt, a strait between
the Danish island o f Lolland and
the German island o f Fehmarn.
It is estimated that thie link
would cost 5.1 billion euros ($7
billion) and reduce travel times
between Scandinavia and main
land Europe.
T h e project is envisaged to be
completed in 2 0 2 0 . A final deci
sion on a tunnel or bridge link is
pending.
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Weather predictions may
not always be reliable
Joel Hood
William Mullen
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Wednesday night, you’ll know
whether the stronger, faster comput
ers o f today are any better at predict
ing severe storms than the weather
balloons and pen on paper used in the
old days.
The same advanced computer soft
ware and satellite images have been
tracking ■the movement o f a large
storm since it churned off the coast o f
Los Angeles late last week.
The brunt o f the massive storm
sweeping in from the south was ex
pected to bring high winds and inches
o f snow, including as much as two feet
. in parts o f Chicago
The unpredictable nature o f se
vere storms has always made weather
predictions a bit o f a guessing game.
On Jan. 26, 1967, the forecast was for
four inches o f snow in Chicago. The
city got 23 inches. On Jan. 13, 1979,
the forecast again was for four inches,
but 18.8 inches o f snow fell. On Jan.
1, 1999, the forecast was for six inches
o f snow, but the city got
inches.
Even in this age o f super comput
ers and satellites, the best scientific
predictions come with some level o f
uncertainty. But experts said new
computer models that factor in the
inherent unpredictability o f these
storms bring meteorologists closer
than they’ve ever been to a sure thing.
“Today the technology has im
proved so that we get a really good
idea o f the magnitude o f what is about
to occur,” said Richard Castro, a me
teorologist at the National Weather
Service in Chicago.
Castro’s computer models predict
ed an 85 percent chance that Chicago
would see at least eight inches o f snow

21.6

between Tuesday and Wednesday.
The odds that the city would see a
foot or more was about 75 percent.
A fsu cry from when meteorolo
gists simply charted rudimentary
weather balloon data on a map to
gauge the course o f the storm, to
day’s Weather Service computers
constantly process atmospheric pro
files o f temperature, moisture and
winds taken throughout the country
by surface observation, weather bal
loons, satellites, commercial airlines
and advance weather instrumenta
tion on Weather Service aircraft.
Computer modeling also has im
proved, now taking the mean o f up
to
different computer-generated
scenarios o f a storm’s impact, said
John Ferree, a severe storm expert
at the National Weather Service
in Oklahoma. By factoring in un
certainties about how a storm will
behave, these models are a vast im
provement over the days when com
puters simply ran one scenario and
left the rest up to chance, experts
said.
As a result, this “ensemble”
method o f computer modeling that
was not widely used even five years
ago has quickly become a critical
tool in the science o f weather fore
casting.
Though computers were used in
1967 and 1979 in weather forecast
ing, they were comparatively slow
and anemic, able to handle very
little data input compared to to
day’s computers, said C ^tro. Thus
they failed in seeing the coming
big storms in 1967 and 1979. By
1999, computing power and inputs
had improved. The city knew two
days ahead o f time it was lacing a
major storm — though not that it
was about to get the second-largest
snowstorm in the city’s history.
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Congress pushes plans for spending cuts
David Lightman
David Goldstein
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

In Congress, lawmakers from
both parties have begun pushing
bipartisan plans aimed at cutting
federal spending, efforts that are
proceeding slowly — but they are
proceeding.
“As I left my office, some o f my
staff said, ‘Good luck walking off
that plank,’ said Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-M o. “This is politically
risky. This is like saying ‘no’ when
you’re a parent.”
Tuesday she joined Sen. Bob
Corker, R-Tenn, and others to
outline a plan to mandate sharply
reduced spending over
years.
It was the third time in recent
days that budget-writers have
made serious efforts to promote
bipartisan dialogue on budget cuts.
Senators Jeanne Shaheen, DN .H ., and Johnny Isakson, R-G a.,
are urging changes in the budget
process that would give lawmak
ers two years, instead o f the cur
rent
months, to write a bud
get. Budget watchdogs like the
idea, saying it would lead to more
thoughtful decision-making.
And Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Kent Conrad, D -N .D .,
Tuesday urged the major players
to come together face to face.
“I would much prefer that
there would be a summit with the
W hite House, the congressional
leaders Republican and Dem o
crat, House and Senate ... sit
down and craft a long-term plan
to get us back on track,” he said.
“I think that would be the best
think
way to proceed because
it is very important this be done
before we get into a debate on the
debt-limit extension.”
Congress will consider soon
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1

whether to raise the current $ 1 4 .3
trillion debt ceiling, which could be
reached by the end o f next month.
Republicans have threatened to
hold the effort to raise the debt
ceiling hostage until they’ve forced
agreement on deep spending cuts —
a tactic the Obama administration
warns could panic financial markets.
“We’re having serious talks all
the time (about deficit reduction),”
said Senate M ajority Leader Harry
Reid o f Nevada. Asked what Re
publicans he’s talking to, Reid men
tioned a conversation with Conrad,
a Democrat.
The McCaskill bill would cap
all spending — including Medicare
and Social Security — at 2 0 .6 per
cent o f Gross Domestic Product, in
line with the 40-year spending av
erage. Spending currently averages
about 2 4 .7 percent o f GDP.
The plan would mandate a “glide
path” to the lower figure, so the
cuts wouldn’t jolt the economy. It
would take effect in 2 0 1 3 , “giving
us time to redesign the entitlement
programs, especially Medicare and
Social Security,” Corker said.
If the 20 .6 percent o f G D P goal
isn’t met, the W hite House would
be required to make “evenly distrib
uted, simultaneous cuts throughout
the federal budget.”
The political obstacles are clear.
“People should leave Social Secu
rity alone,” Reid said, echoing the
views o f strong constituency groups
who look to Democrats to protect
the hallowed program.
Conrad argued that the McCaskill-Corker plan “doesn’t solve
the problem,” because it doesn’t
consider raising taxes.
But the McCaskill-Corker plan
is at least an attempt to create the
kind o f bipartisan solution that
President Barack Obama called for
in his State o f the Union address.

analysts said, even though he has
done little to promote it.
Some sort o f consensus is crucial,
since Republicans comfortably con
trol the House o f Represenutives
and Democrats control 53 o f the
Senate’s 100 seats.
House Republicans want to cut
at least $60 billion from this year’s
budget; more conservative mem
bers have proposed an $80 billion
savings, including deep cuts in a
long list o f programs popular with
Democrats.
“This is a period in which legisla
tors are struggling with procedural
fixes to a policy problem,” said Ste
ven Smith, a former congressional
aide who teaches political science at
Washington University in St. Louis.
“The cynic would say, ‘W hy don’t
you just pass a budget instead o f
putting in procedural fixes?’”
“But the response is: ‘We need to
discipline ourselves and future C on
gresses. Let’s put in place procedures
that will be difficult to overcome by
the next Congress and the next, and
the next president.’”
Agreeing on specific cuts will be
difficult politically. For instance,
conservative Republicans are offer
ing a proposal that would cut $
trillion over
years, eliminating
or dramatically cutting funds for
programs such as the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting, the Legal
Services Corporation, Amtrak, the
U.S. Agency for International D e
velopment, and others.
“Anybody who thinks that’s go
ing to happen. I’ve got a tutu you
need to wear down the hall tomor
row," McCaskill.
“That’s a ridiculous proposal.
That’s impossible to do.”
And probably impossible to get
through the Senate. But getting the
two parties to agree will take enor
mous political risk.
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o f the movement — they’re just as
much a part o f it as women and can
be victims too.”
Lehr said she can tell in her In 
tro to Women’s and Gender Stud
ies classes when her students have
been abused and knows how hard
it is to talk about.
“There’s a desire to believe
things like that don’t happen in a
place like San Luis O bispo, but bad
things do happen," Lehr said. “The
Gender Equity Center docs amaz
ing work in reaching out, especially
in partnering with fraternities, so
rorities and dorms.”
M orton said from an adminis
trative view he believes Cal Poly
has good programs for supporting
women, but there are still pro
grams and areas o f the school where
women are underrepresented and
have reported hostility and disin
terest from faculty, staff and stu
dents. M orton said he also believes
the number o f sexual assault cases
on campus are underreported.
“My intuition says these inci

dents are happening at a rate that
mirrors the country’s,” Morton
said. “We need to offer more ave
nues and access for people to report
these incidents and reassure the vic
tims that it is taken seriously.”

ing gay friends and gay alliances at
their high schools.
“It’s becoming more socially ac
cepted, and people are more com 
fortable with the issue than they
were five or 10 years ago,” Echols
said. “At the Pride Center, we try
to be as visible as possible and en
courage more discussion.”
Echols said the Pride Center
offers Ally Training sessions four
times a quarter, or more if a spe
cific group requests a session.
T he Pride Center is also currently
pushing for increasing the num
ber o f gender-neutral bathrooms
on campus. There are just under
3 0 0 state-maintained restrooms
on campus, according to a report
by Facilities, and 24 are unisex or
“non-gendered” restrooms.
Civil engineering sophomore
Paul Armer is the housing liaison
for the Pride Center, and said as
a student he has had experiences
with people refusing to sit near
him or speak to him if he is wear
ing something that makes it clear
that he is gay.
“But there are also the people
who surprise you with how under
standing they are; there arc more
o f those," Armer said. “It’s cool
to know that I can be gay and in
a major that isn’t stereotypically a
major that gay people arc a part o f
and not be judged.”
Armer said he was afraid o f liv
ing in the dorms when he arrived
at ('a l Poly as a freshman, but
Campus Housing pushes for diver
sity and acceptance in incoming
classes.
“T h e idea o f male or female is
becoming more of a spectrum for

M ore o f a Spectrum than Black
and W h ite
T he L G B T Q IA community is an
other group on campus that deals
with issues o f respect and accep
tance. T h e number o f students in
the LG B T Q IA community is lower
at Cal Poly than at other C SU uni
versities, Pride Center Coordinator
Erin Echols said.
“O n the whole 1 think the cam
pus is pretry welcoming,” Echols
said. “I do hear about people
getting offended by phrases like
hat s so gay.
Echols said there is an interest
on campus to be sensitive toward
the LG B T Q IA community, but she
often hears from people outside o f
the LG B T Q IA community that
they can't keep up with the chang
ing terminology. Echols said she
believes the trend o f acceptance is
attributable to more students hav
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There’s a desire to believe
(sexual assaults) don’t happen
in a place like San Luis Obispo,
but bad things do happen.
— Jane Lehr
Women's and gender studies professor

[t’s^becipiitin[£ more socially
a l^ e ^ d and people are more
comfortable with the is:
they were five or 10 year#ag#
— Erin Echols
Pride Center Coordinator

some people than just black and
white,” Armer said. “There are
some people who don’t identify
with either group.”
Armer said the Cal Poly com 
munity is actively seeking more
inform ation and more ways to be
involved in the Pride C enter’s ef
forts. According to the Pride C en
ter website, there arc 194 students
and 103 faculty, staff and Campus
Housing employees who are in
volved in or have completed Ally
Training since 2 0 0 7 . Armer said
he has seen a huge influx o f people
who want to complete the training
since he became involved with the
Pride Center.
Lehr said the staff and student
work in the Pride Center has been
fantastic, especially with the atten
tion paid to transgender students.
“T h e problem o f homophobia
isn’t just a problem for the L G B T
com m unity,” Lehr said. “It’s also
used to police the norms of male
and female behavior, like the idea
o f men crying or women sticking
up for themselves."
W ithin the last 15 years, stu
dents have become more open to
a wider range o f interpersonal re

lationships. Lehr said, but they do
still live in a world with homopho
bic stereotypes.
“Some people think that if we
just wait 50 years everything will
get better, bur that’s not true — wc
need to act now if we want to see a
difference,” Lehr said.
C onn said from his experience,
larger offenses like the crops sci
ences incident don’t happen too
often, but smaller, more continu
ous offenses can be more upset
ting.
“A few years ago during Pride
Week someone painted the rain
bow on the ‘P’ back to white —
things like that say a lot symboli
cally,” Conn said.
Morton said the university is mak
ing progress in supporting the LG
BTQIA community, but there are still
people who say and do things that are
manifestations o f stereotypes.
“W hen I attend programs put
on by the Pride Center, I do see
a pretty good cross-section o f stu
dents," M orton said. “T here’s some
great support out there, but there’s
also a need for students to engage
in discussions o f how this diversity
can enrich their experience."
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Spice up your vocabulary with dirty talk

Caitfyn
H arkins is an
English
sophomore. M ustang D aily copy editor
a n d sex colum nist.

There you are: lights off, under the
sheets getting down and its going
^Bbd. But then, your partner pauses
a|^ whispers those four little words in
your ear *‘Talk dirty to me.”
■^hitT You don’t know what to say.
B\^t you’re put on the spot with no
way out because you’re already in. So
whiit do you do? Do you awkwardly
prgpnd you didn’t hear and continue
thruseng? O r do you accept the diallen|^ and prepare to give your panner
die yerbal lowdown they want?
O f course, it can be daunting to
jump directly into dirty talk. But

take a (very brief) moment to assess
what was going on before your part
ner asked you to be dirty.
Were you completely silent?
There is nothing sexy about someone
staring intendy ahead o f them while
thrusting quietly. Your partner may
be wondering if it’s not feeling good
for you or may get self-conscious for
being loquacious compared to your
monk-like focus.
I f you really don’t know what to
do, make some moans and throw in
a few ohs’ and yeahs.’ It gives the
impression you’re having an awe
some time — which you definitely
should be.
But really, what people are look
ing for when they want dirty talk

is one o f three things: they want to
be told how good it’s going, what is
about to happen or why you’re doing
something to them.
The tone o f your dirty talk can
take on either a dominant or sub
missive style. It’s easy to slip into
those roles: either focus on what
you’re doing to them or what they
are doing to you.
You can praise your partner for
doing that special thing with their
tongue, or firmly tell your partner
that they need to roll over, move
their hips up, etc.
For example, a good line may be
“Oh yeah, you like that? I’m going to
spank you hard like the naughty girl
you arc."
The example incorporates all four
aspects, although you may want to
gauge the dirty level your panner is
into. Dirty for some people might be
cupcakes and kittens for others, but
could horribly offend a future partner.
So Stan light. Moaning, groaning
and other natural “sex sounds” are al
ways appreciated, and if your partner
reacts well, you can take it up to the
next level.
Getting even naughtier can in
corporate
common
anatomical

swear words and the ever pervasive
“f-bomb." I f your partner starts to
not respond, just take it back to the
moaning level.
Dirty talk is like “Inception” —
sometimes, you need to go deeper.
But when you’re in the midst o f a hot
session, things can get out o f control
and your mouth may start coming
up with phrases that don’t belong in
the bedroom.
have a friend who, while in the
middle o f an otherwise fiuitastic
banging, stopped mid-thrust when
the girl he was with started calling
him daddy. Some people might be
into name-calling, but know quite
a few people who aren’t.
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The same goes for intense name
calling, like bitch, slut and other sobad-thcy’rc-sometimcs-good terms.
If you’re with a girl who likes being
called one o f these, there is a solid
chance she’ll be asking you to call her
that already.
Which brings me to my last point:
If you want to talk dirty, don’t feel un
comfortable about it. Bring it up in a
non-sexual situation if you really want
to suss out what things they may like
to hear (as in, don’t be already naked if
you want to have a serious discussion
— wait until the blood flows back to
your brain from your genitals).
So did you like that, readers? Yeah,
I knew you would. You dirty readers.

1, you like that? I’m
^ in ^ to spank you han
the naughty girl you
— Caitlyn Harkins
Sex columnist
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JK ^ A R IU S Gan.
-R b . 1 8 ) —
Jjic R may be more than a matter o f mere routhk!; aome*
^ diing is making the journey more complicated than
Aq...,ri.y5
’
T iu njs ■
PISCF.S (Feb. 19-March 20) — You may fed cut off in .
some way, as you haven’t heard from one or two o f your
. - compatriots in quite a while. Get in touch
ARIES (March 21-April 19) — You’ll see things through
another’s eyes, and the resulting epiphany is likely to
c h a i^ how you approach problems from this time forth.
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^^ieilrpto TAURUS (April -May ) — It’s a good day to concen
trate on nourishment o f the mind as well as the body. A
certain problem cakes more brainpower than usual.
GEM IN I (May 21-June ,20) — You shouldn’t have to ex
plain yourself, focus on getting thing;i done in an honest
and straightforward way. Make expectations known.
CANCER Gu ik 21-July 22) — You may fixl as though
someone is pushing you in a direction in which you do not
yet wish to gp. You’re not yet ready to move on.

T

LEO G^y 23-Aug. 22) — You can have others helping
you lefr and r i^ t and still you won’t be able to accomplish
much if your own motives are nor pure.
VIRG O (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — A great deal depends upon
your ability to see through the smokescreen that someone
else is throwing in front o f you.
c.aoncorn

^

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — What you want cannot
be had, but that’s not likely to stop you from pursuing it
wholeheartedly. A certain someone reaches out to you.

^

SCO RPIO (O a . 2 ^ Nov. 21) — just a little time spent
. cleaning up and organizing your primary workspace can"
Libra be like a magic transformation. Productivity increases.
Caric©'

22
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
-Dec. 21) - - Don’t let yoilraelf
be distraaod by trivial pumiits that seem more interesting
than what you arc really doing.
^
CAPRICORN (D «:. 22-Jan. 19) — A change o f scenery
can inspire you to <k) something you’ve been wanting to do
for quite some time. Today, it soems'like the sky’s thelimit.
Saqitranij"
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o f equal or lesser value
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Offer good at Village Market, located in Poly
Canyon Village. Must present this coupon for
redemption. Offer expires 2/28/11.
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Italian espresso-style coffee drinks
Offer good at Village Market, located in Poly Canyon
Village. This is not valid with any other offer or
discount. Sale ends 2/28/11.

MARKET!

MAmCETl

C M c k e n D ln n e t

.50

1 whole roasted chicken
any 2 deli sides
4 dinner rolls

O FF

any deli sandwich
combo from
Village Market.
V

O il

rito
La

any one large bag o f Frito
Lay chips (8oz. or more)
or d i p . ______ I

Offer good at Village Market, located in Poly Canyon Village. I IUI'A
M ust present this coupon for redemption. Offer expires 2/28/11. "
jji .iijiiil

a dozen fresh eggs!
À

^

Offer good at V^illage Market, located in Poly Canyon
Village. Must present this coupon for redemption.
Offer expires 2/28/11.
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Offer good at Village Market, located in Poly Canyon Village.
M ust present this coupon for redemption. Offer expires 2/28/11.

O ffer good at Village Market, located in Poly Canyon Village. Tliis 1 1 ^ A n I ^ C T I
is not valid with any other offer or discount. Sale ends 2/28/11.

I
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any one box o f General
Mills & Kellogg s brand
cereals.

Offer good at Village M arket, located in Poly Canyon Village.
Discount valid on regular priced items only. One coup>on per visit
please. Excludes oatmeal. Coupon expires 2/28/11.
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Offer good at Village M arket, located in Poly Canyon Village. This
is not valid with any other offer or discount. Sale ends 2/28/11.

All coupons & sale items are valid Feb. 1-28,2011 at Village M arket. Don’t miss out!
Village Market, located in Poly Canyon Village Plaza - 805.756.1959
Open Monday-Friday 9A M -9P M , Saturday-Sunday 10A M -9P M - www.calpolydining.com/villagemarket

LOMA offers drop-in watercolor classes
Sweigart
IG A R T .M D ^ M A l L.COM

For less
n the cost o f a movie
ticket ah
opcorn, the San Luis
Obispo
o f A rr(S L O M A )
is holding
P 'in art class where
anyone can
the basics o f w atercolor paintin
Show up wi^j||$15 — or $12 for
members — and SLO M A provides
the space, material and instruction
by professional art teacher Maryanne Nucci. The c l ^ is held every
a.m.
Saturday in February^^jProm
to
p.m.
‘‘I’ll spend 30 minutes, 4 0 m in
utes demonstrating, talking about
what we’re going to do,'^Nucct said
“Then the rest is everybody goes to
work. So it’s easy to get arounti to
each student and spend time (with
them).”
Nucci has taught watercolor
painting at Cuesta College for 23
years, as well as various classes held
at SLOM A. This is her first time
teaching a drop-in class, but she said
it’s a great idea.
“To commit to every Saturday
in February is a big deal,” she said.
“But to say, ‘Oh this Saturday I’m
going to go and paint’ — it’s a great
idea.”
Nucci said her lesson plan will be
dependent on the students who at
tend the class — whether or not they
are new to painting in general or just
need feedback on their own pieces,
and just how large the class is. She
plans to go over the basics, like cre
ating edges and mixing paints.
“It has this stigma o f being really

12

10

hard to work with — it’s not,” Nucci
said. “I really love working in watercolor.”
The drop-in class format is some
thing new to SLOM A. The program
began last fall and has been going
for several months as an experiment.
Last January, the museum offereddrop-in acrylic classes.
Gallery manager and registrar o f
SLO M A Wendy Walter said the nic
est thing about the drop in classes is
the fact that guests can attend just
once with no commitment, or as
many times as they like.
“It depends on what you want
to get out o f the class,” Walter said.
KATELYN SWEIGART MUSTANG DAILY
“Whether it be beginners or someSLOMA is located at Broad and Monterey streets, beside the creek, it is open every day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is
<U>e who just wanted to get pointers.” closed Tuesday. The watercolor classes are held inside the building every Saturday in Fdmuuy from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
art professor and in^,teimaddiiM^afl|j|rtrait artist Tricia
' R d c h e fts a id to ^ l^ iu r a g e s people
to take teaiOii» io^lliK rcolor. She
recently pubtiilied a*^Hj||||iual on
observational watcrcpior glointing
titled “The Watercolor jojienaling
Handbook.” She said ||||||rrcolor
painting is a “very ea;^. fAfcdium”
that requirci Utde in t|^<||iiy o f sup
plies while M llkir ig f lp ^ m c being
expressive and ^ ^ \ ^ r i e t y .
“Dt«W^|y||i|||)/J>aint a little, have
sketch w H fPriittle bit o f color or a
full piihMhg,” Reichert said. “It’s a
a gréât medium for painting outside,
for journaling, for little tiny sketch
es o f things that you love.”
Watercolor isn’t only an art form;
it can be a form o f therapy when an
anist is stressed or frustrated. At
least, that’s what artist and owner o f
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Make YourPublish
CRUSH
BLUSH
!
your levs in the Mustang Daily!
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Your love note will be
published February lO
in a special section of
the Mustang Daily!

Address:

AK: You are my sunshine,
my only sunshine!

Message: (is word maximum^

Two ways to
show your love!
Text only... $2
V Photo message..

My dearest, you are the ruler
of my heart, xoxo

Bring this ad to the Mustang Daily Ofhee; Building 26, Room
226, with check or exact change. If submitting a picture
please bring it to the office with payment or email the photo to
mustangdailyads^gmail.com. All payments must be received
by Monday, February 7 5 pm or your message will not run.
Restrictions: Keep it clean. The Mustang Daily reserves the
right to decline publication of advertising material.
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Model goes from ‘glamorous to goofy’

continuedfrom page 7

the art supplies store Art Central
Etty Pacifico believes.
“Its cheaper than a shrink,” Pacif
ico said. “Its extremely good therapy.
Even (for) somebody with absolutely
no artistic knowledge, understandii^ or even appreciation.”
Pacifico said she has put paper
and materials down for her friends
and offered them the words o f en
couragement: “Don’t think, just do.”
“It’s a wonderful way to express
yourself and if you give yourself
the freedom to do it, and don’t
have any expectations o f what
it’s going to look like or what it’s
going to feel like, it could be ex
tremely cathartic,” she said.
Those who arc more interested
in watercoior artists living on
the Central Coast can attend the
grand opening o f Art Central on
Feb. 4, where the Central Coast
Watercoior Society (C C W S) will
display their works.
Cal Poly students can get the
“Student Membership Package”
at the lowest package price o f
a year. Members get discounts on
all classes, special invitations to
shows and exhibitions and receive
a monthly newsletter. Members
can also display and sell their
artwork at SLO M A , as well as
join special interest groups like
C C W S.

$20

Y v o n n e V illa r r e a l
LOS ANGELES TiM ES

Towering above her pint-sized
cohort in blue suede heels, Heidi
Klum was doing what she does
best: seducing the camera.
She wasn’t preening sexily in
lingerie, as you might expect from
a former Victoria’s Secret model;
nor was she standing in judgment
o f a couture gown, as befits the
host and executive producer o f
“Project Runway.” On this par
ticular day, the IW camera panned
in as the German bombshell flailed
her arms, stuck out her tongue
and, yes, did the Roger Rabbit
dance.
In one of this year’s strangest
career transitions, Klum is shifting
from glamorous to goofy. Her new
Lifetime series “Seriously Funny
Kids,” which premieres Tuesday
night, is the latest program to elicit
candid and hilarious remarks from
young kids, following in the foot
steps o f Bill Cosby (“Kids Say the
Darndest Things”), Art Linklettcr
(“House Party”) and Allen Funt
(“Candid Camera").
Klum silenced doubters and
proved her business acumen
when she ushered in “Runway” in
2 0 0 4 (which ran on Bravo before
switching to Lifetime in 2009).
Now the 37-year-old is trying u>

further cement her post-modeling
persona — and her relationship with
the network — with this even more
unlikely project.
llie weekly .series catches Klum
using her maternal appeal to mine
the honesty o f young children. Also
incorporated into the show are hid
den camera bits, including one that
finds the sexy host sporting an un
likely accessory: “slimy boogers.”
“We thought it was a no-brainer,”
said JoAnn Alfano, Lifetime’s head
o f entertainment. “As an ambassa
dor for the network, we love being
in business with (Heidi). And it’s a
side we don’t often see. She’s some
one mostly known as a supermodel.
You don’t think o f her as being silly,
and fun and effervescent.”
Although she’s a mother to four
children younger than , Klum ad
mitted that her interactions with the
kids on the show were more difficult
than she expected.
“When you deal with grown-ups,
they always kind o f know where you
want to go when you ask a certain
question,” she said. “When you’re
talking to Jay lamo or (David) Lctterman, there’s this kind o f routine
about it. You’re there to tell a funny
story as you try to promote .some
thing. But when you do it with kids,
it doesn’t really work the same way.
At all."
But there are always the adults o f
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her other Lifetime series to balance it
all — even if attempts to reach some
o f them (Tim Gunn, Michael Kors)
to comment on Klum proved unsuc
cessful.
Klum insisted that her involve
ment in "Seriously Funny Kid.s”
doesn’t mean a death knell for “Proj
ect Runway,” which will shoot its
ninth season this summer.
“Look, ‘Project Runway’ isn’t go
ing anywhere,” she said. “And 1 don’t
think if something ends that I have
to hurry up and find the next thing.
I f ‘Seriously Funny Kids’ would have
come to me four years ago, would
have done it then. just thought it
was a good idea.”
It’s an idea that further broadens
her reach beyond the supermodel
guise, in the vein o f fellow-runway
trotter Tyra Banks — who solidifed herself as brand with “America’s
Next Top Model,” “The Tyra Banks
Show,” philanthropic foundations
and a production company.
After more than a decade as a face
(and body) o f Victoria’s Secret, Klum
announced last fall that she was part
ing ways with the lingerie giant to
focus on other projects. A surprising
move, but she said the decision came
with careful consideration.
“It wasn’t like I’m going to walk
down the runway with my G-string
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and then the next d&y I wasn’t going
to do it anymore,” Klum said. “You
think about it over the years and you
think about how at some point it has
to end — I have to do something
different; I want to do something
different. And the world doesn’t
end. When someone hangs up their
‘wings,’ there’s always someone new
ready to take them, fhat’s just how
things are.”
Klum has a dizzying number o f
projects in motion. She recently an
nounced plans to partner with fra
grance company Coty Inc. to create
a perfume called Heidi Klum Shine.
She’s a clothing designer (recently
fashioning maternity clothes for
A Pea in the Pod and Motherhood
Maternity), a jewelry designer (her
Mouawad jewelry collection de
buted on Q V C in 2006), a television
host (“Project Runway,” “Germany’s
Next Top Model”) and the face o f
European cosmetics company Astor.
And on top o f all o f that, now
she’s extracting comical quips from
children for “Seriously Funny Kids”
— and finding that they really do
say the darndest things.
“Yesterday I was talking with a
kid and she was like, ‘I know you!
My mama told me that you sold
panties!”’ she recalled. “You can’t
control what your legacy is.”
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Still, Conservatives will not ac
cept these “spending increases.”
In fact, the day after the speech,
many conservative columnists de
cried Obama’s call for increasing
investments as a cover for increased
spending. But this adds nothing to
the discussion. O f course investing
is spending because investing means
spending now to gain some type o f
benefits in the future. And that is
precisely what spending on infra
structure and education will do —
we will be “investing in tomorrow.”
Already you can sec the parties
positioning themselves for the
election. But before Republicans
take credit for making Obama move
more towards the center, they must
not forget that Obama came into o f
fice with a huge democratic majority
in both houses o f Congress. The po
litically expedient plan for Obama
and the Democrats was to pass leg
islation that would not pass under
other circumstances such as financial
regulation and, most notably, health
care reform, which administrations
had been attempting to pass since
the Great Depression.
And before Republicans take
credit for Obama being more fiscally
responsible, they must not forget
that Obama came into office in the
midst o f the worst recession since
the Great Depression. Conserva
tives love to mention the increase in
federal spending under Obama, but
constantly fail to mention the con
text. Macroeconomic theory states

2012

Jeremy Cutcher is a political science
senior and M ustang Daily liberal col
umnist.
Last week, President Obama gave his
annual State o f the Union address,
outlining the path his administra
tion would take over the next two
years. As many pundits and journal
ists predicted, the policy proposals
he outlined are more centrist. Yet,
many Conservatives still disparage
his ideas as the usual liberal business
o f taxing and spending.
Obama began his speech picking
up on the same line he left off o f in
his last speech in Tucson, calling on
Americans to make this country the
democracy we believed it could be in
our idyllic innocence o f childhood.
He then went on to outline the vi
sion he has for America in his next
two years as president.
President Obama discussed a
number o f issues that should garner
bipartisan support, so long as po
litical maneuvering docs not become
involved. First, he talked about clos
ing tax loopholes and using the in
creased revenue to lower corporate
tax rates to remain competitive in
the global economy.
Second, Obama said the U.S.
needs to invest in infrastructure to
catch up to Europe and Asia, which
makes sense seeing as how much o f
our infrastructure is well over half
a century old. He also talked about
ending oil subsidies and using this

revenue to invest in clean energy so
that, in his words, “Instead o f subsi
dizing yesterdays energy, lets invest
in tomorrows.”
Following the theme o f investing
in tomorrow, Obama said he want
ed to end the pitiful, underfunded
program Bush called No Child Left
Behind and replace it with “a law
that is more flexible and focused on
what’s best for our kids.” He high
lighted his administration’s Race to
the Top program, which put more o f
the power o f educational matters at
the state level, giving governor’s the
responsibility o f designing their own
programs for their respective states.
Fxiucation is one o f the best in
vestments the federal government
can make. All we need to do is look
at our own tuition fees and sec that
education is becoming so expensive
it is out o f reach for students. De
voting more money to education can
help keep costs down. Furthermore,
if we use wages as a proxy for value
to society, teachers do not rank very
high given their measly salaries.
Yet, teaching is by far one o f the
most important professions in the
country, educating the future lead
ers o f tomorrow. It is telling about
our education system when Obama
is criticized for being an “intel
lectual.” I think we need to devote
more resources to education so that
this culture o f hating the intellectual
may pass.

that in recessions, aggregate con
sumer demand falls, which triggers
businesses to cut back production
(including layoffs) as their revenue
falls.
'
Thus, according to Keynesian
theory, the government, which is the
only institution that has the mass re
sources, must spend to compensate
for the lost consumer demand and
help ameliorate the depths and ef
fects o f the recession. This is precise
ly what the Obama administration
did, not to mention that the Stimu
lus Bill, in terms o f the number o f
Americans affected, was the largest
tax cut in history, with $ 282 billion
o f the $ 7 8 7 billion going to tax cuts,
though Conservatives always discuss
it solely as a huge spending bill.
It will be interesting to chart the
course o f Obama’s presidency over
the next two years. Surely, it will
focus more on fiscal issues than so
cial issues. No doubt there is a lot o f
spending outlined in his State o f the
Union address. It will be interesting
to see if the country accepts his plan
o f investing in a new America. It will
also be interesting to see how they
agree to pay for it (it seems like some
sort o f tax increases will be neces
sary). The public no longer allows
that benefits arc received now but
bills arc paid later.
Obama called this our “Sputnik
moment” — this is the moment
where we decide whether we arc to
be the country we arc or the country
we want to be.

that is precisely what
spenoi^ on infrastructure and
education will do — v
‘investiiig in tomorrw
— Jeremy Cutcher
Liberal columnist
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ON-CAMPUS JOB
The Mustang Daily is hiringl
We're looking for
Business Managers & Advertising Account Executives.
Applicants must have good communication skills,
be self-motivated, a hard worker, a positive,
can-do attitude and exceptional time management
and organization skills.
If you think this is you, email Advertising Coordinator,
Stephanie Murawski at smurawsk@calpoly.edu
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VAL GRAMS
Cherub Valentine
Gram Deliveries
Have the friendly AIGA
cherubs deliver a
valentine gram to your
special someone.
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ACROSS
Add up
Industrial giant
Back musdes
Tiny organism
Watermelon part
Put out heat
Solitude enjoyer
Cornelia Skinrter
Plebiscite '
Space-time —
Iron-on picture
Foreign car
Shellfish
Make tracks
Mosaic unit
Famous numero
Spleen
Musher’s vehicle
Beach cover-up
Whale groups
Shovel
Put away in folders
Inclined gently
Friertdiy whack
Doctor's payment
Corroded, as acid
Package —
Kept up the fire
Prism bands
‘ Madam, I’m — ’
C^oid weather wear
Espresso servirtg
Gs» or tel.
Skirt length
Took a M e
Edgar — Bur
roughs
Babysitter, often
Wrinkled
Frog cousin
Warbled
Adversary

DOW N
1 Bath powder
2 T yp ee" sequel
3 Dollywood loc.
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4 Is a party to
5 Rodeo gear
6 Bothered
7 In — (as found)
8 Feminine prinaple
9 Rural rtes.
10 Become stable
(2 wds.)
11 Former petrole
um bigae
12 CNkJ of Uranus
13 Storfe nrarker
21 Do perfectly
22 Mr. Carvey
25 rsFC gridder
26 Eighteen-

w t^lers
27 Eurasian range
28 Fictional sub
commander
30 Royal decree
35 Spat
36 Toward shelter
37 Shortfall

39 Repaired ‘
aster
usk
44 Blues singer
James
45 Van — Waals
force
47 Volkswagen kin
48 Chatter
53 Jet forth
54 Barbecue spot
55 Noted soap
vixen
56 Word of partir>g
58 Sausaiito’s
county
61 TV genie por
trayer
62 Calculator key
63 Look as if
64 Guitarist Duane
66 High pts.
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ing the highest Cal Poly player tak

Johnson
continuedfront page 12

started as the Bruins’ third-string
receiver, catching 59 receptions for
6 95 yards and five touchdowns, one
in particular that still makes some
UCLA faithful kick themselves for
the fact that a playmaker got away.
“He was a good-sized, athletic
player who was able to make natu
ral plays,” Moore said. “His ability
was tremendous. He had some o f
those intangibles and tools that you
just can’t coach."
At Cal Poly, where he gradu
ated in December with a bachelor’s
degree in history, it was the same
story. Johnson quickly made good
impressions. He snagged catches
others couldn’t, used his body to
make the tough plays and used his
athleticism to stretch a small gain
into a big one. It’s skills like these
that made Johnson not only stand
out to fans, but to teammates.
It didn’t take long for former Cal
Poly quarterback Tony Smith to re
alize the weapon he had in the guy
with the number nine painted on
his chest.
“He made me look great a lot o f
times,” Smith said. “He is probably
the best football player I have ever
played with. He has a look in his
eyes on game day that is unlike any
thing I have ever seen before."
But there is a reason Johnson
isn’t projected to be a first-round
pick. There is one hurdle keeping
the former Mustang from becom 

the physical side o f it, Johnson is a
student o f the craft. He asks tough
questions and makes sure he is not
only training his body, but doing so
the right way.
“He is the kind o f kid that goes
out there every day and does it,”
Shorter said. “I don’t have to ask
three times a week about his pro
tein intake, he is doing all o f that
by himself. He is doing everything 1
am asking him to do.”
Ifia t is why there is no doubt in
Shorter’s mind that Johnson’s name
will be called on draft day. Cue the
lights, because when Johnson —
and newly hired agent John Perez
— enter draft weekend, they will
be leaving it with an N FL contract.
Shorter said.
“1 am praying," Shorter said.
“He deserves it.”
If it does come, Johnson’s child
hood dream will have come true.
He will have come a long way
from the freshman wide receiver at
U C lJ\ — or the threat at Cal Poly.
And not only will he land himself
on the list o f “small school” guys
who have made their way to the big
leagues, he will land himself on an
other. This one, however, consists o f
an even smaller pool o f names (ones
like Jordan Beck and Chris Gocong) — the few Cal Poly alumni
who have played in the N FL.
“I have made playing that level
my goal 100 percent,” Johnson
said. “We’ll see what comes out o f
it and hopefully the best docs. But
I am always willing to continue to
play, wherever it may be.”

en in the N FL draft. It’s the same
difficulty that kept former Cal Poly
wide receiver Ramses Barden, who
nearly broke all receiving records
in his career at Cal Poly, from be
ing drafted no higher than the third
round.
His speed.
“Scouts have me projected at
running a 4 .6 2 ,” Johnson said. “I f I
can run 4.5 on my pro day or in the
com bine, know that is only going
to benefit me. Hopefully, it shoots
me up the charts.”
To those closest to him, there
is no doubt in their minds he will
achieve his goal. Johnson is fighting
his weakest link with his strongest
— his motivation.
Since moving to Arizona. Joh n 
son has been hard at work. Scenes
o f artificial field turf and dumb
bells are starting to become his
life. Johnson is currently working
harder than he ever did at Cal Poly,
he said. He goes through five daya-week workouts with two twoa-days twice a week. Drills range
from N FL combine drills, to oneon-ones with defensive backs or
weightlifting exercises.
And he is blowing through his
workouts, no problem. Shorter said.
“He has an extremely strong
work ethic; he is not one o f those
guys that takes any drills off,"
Shorter said. “No matter how tired
he is, no matter what the challenges
arc, he works his way through it.
No matter how hard I have chal
lenged him, he has filled the bill.”
F.ven when he isn’t working on

1

Softball
continuedfrom page 12
proved with the addition o f Garza.
Garza has joined the Mustangs for
her first season at Cal Poly, com
ing from Wright State University,
where she was head coach.
“She has made a big impact,”
Condon said. “She teaches hitting
and base running, infield and out
field, and she is great at them.”
Garza is bringing important fo
cus to these aspects o f the game and
is working with the Mustangs to
strengthen the areas that struggled
last season.
Last year’s freshmen recognize
what happened and are not plan
ning on allowing histor)' to repeat
itself
This is Rebecca Patton’s second
year pitching and said her first sea
son o f college softball was a great
learning cxfjcricncc.
“I think towards the end we
started losing focus a little because
we were so young,” Patton said. “It
had been such a long season.”
Panon said they are doing the
only thing they can do — staying

positive and working hard.
San Luis Obispo resident and for
mer Cal Poly instruaor Bob Orling,
one o f Mustang softball’s biggest fans,
said he has seen great improvements
in the team.
“The (preseason) practices have
been really well organized,” Orling
said. “They’re really working hard and
they do a lot o f really good drills.”
Orling, who used to play baseball
and softball, also said the new players
look like naturals.
“Players like Ashley Romano at
second base and Kim Westland at
shortstop — they have all the right
moves and coordination,” he said.
Cahn and Patton both agreed.
They said the sense o f energy and
determination in this new group o f
athlete.s could be the push they need
to finish on top.
The team’s ultimate goal is to
make it to Oklahoma City this year
to have the chance to compete for
a national championship. The first
game on Feb. 11 is at Arizona State
University. It will be the first test to
see if the Mustangs are adapting to a
young team and overcoming the ob
stacles previously holding them back.
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‘Small school’ kid looks for big break
DominiqueJohnsonhopes tobecome thenext ‘smaltschool’ draftsurprise
Brian De Los Santos
MUSTANGDAlLYSPORTS@GMAlL.COM

Former Cal Poly wide receiver
Dom inique Johnson looks up
to guys like N FL star Marques
Colston. He has done what he
wants to. Despite playing football
at a school not surrounded by na

tional spotlight — Hofstra Univer
sity — Colston is now a starting
wide receiver in the N FL.
Even beyond the Saints’ wide
out, the list goes on. Guys like V in
cent Jackson and Terrell Owens are
just some names o f those who rid
themselves o f "small school” labels
and went on to be known not for
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Former Cal Poly wide receiver Dominique Johnson (9) was part of a passing
offense that gained 2 ,9 6 7 yards over the past two seasons.

their alma maters, but for the plays
they make on Sundays.
Com e the next N FL season,
Johnson hopes to be the latest name
to make the list.
"I know that coming from a
small school it can hurt you, but it’s
not the end o f the road," Johnson
said. "I could be another case o f the
‘small school’ guy who get drafted.
The harder I work at it, the better
position I put myself in for having
my name called on draft weekend.”
Johnson has trained for months
and, for one o f the few times before
the N FL draft, he will be able to
show off his skill set to NFL scouts
this weekend. He will showcase his
abilities in the Dixie Gridiron Clas
sic, slated to take place this Saturday
at noon in St. George, Utah.
"Playing at a smaller school you
don’t get the same kind o f exposure
as the guys at a 1-A school get,”
Johnson said. "That is why 1 think
it was so big to get invited to an
All-Star game. It gives me an op
portunity to play in front o f those
scouts running a different type o f
offense, they get to see me practice
and then see what I can do against
guys from I-A schools."
Still, Johnson is fighting tre
mendous odds. He is one o f the
hundreds o f players who have sent
their highlight reels to scouts in
search o f making the dream o f play

ing on Sunday a reality.
But people still see his talent and
natural ability. There is a certain
skill set Johnson posseses that ex
tends past the 9 0 receptions, 1,375
yards and 10 touchdowns he racked
up at Cal Poly. It has driven ten
nis professional Ben Shorter, who
is training Johnson in Arizona, to
compare him to a younger Larry
Fitzgerald. And it is the reason his
former UCLA wide receivers coach
Reggie Moore said, had he stayed
at UCLA, he would have been
groomed to be one o f the best re
ceivers in the Pac-10.
“1 saw a lot o f potential,” Moore
said.

Johnson was certainly en route to
big things with the Pac-10 school.
UCLA,
•h n s o n
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Softball tabbed as Big West preseason favorite in 2011 poll
Amber Kiwan
AMBERKIWAN.MD@GMAIL.COM

Last season ended with a devastat
ing letdown for the Cal Poly softball
team, but the players are embracing
the renewed sense o f optimism that
comes with a new team; a fresh start
and most importantly, hindsight.
Expectations are high: Cal Poly
was picked to win the Big West
in the Big West Preseason Softball
Coaches Poll.
To get there, learning from the
past will be key. The Mustangs head
into the season with nine new mem
bers on the team, an important aspect
considering players cited inexperience
as a main cause o f the losing season.
"We had a relatively young ream
and we were kind o f inexperienced in
college softball,” senior pitcher Anna
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Cahn said. "We didn’t do as well as we
thought we would.”
The Mustangs staned last season
strong. They boasted an 8-2 record to
Stan conference play, but lost their fo
cus down the stretch and finished the.
season 12-9 and 23-24 overall.
This year, o f the 16 total players,
13 are freshmen or sophomores. In
addition, new associate head coach
Linda Garza adds one more name to
the long list o f Mustang newcomers.
But Cahn said the mentality is
different now, and with that new
mentality came a new sense o f de
termination.
"I firel like last year we didn’t come
together as well as ^ should have,”
Cahn said. “Now everyone is really
encouraging. Since IVe been here, it’s
the best chemistry our team has had.”
Head coach Jenny Condon agreed.
Condon said the team is cohesive,
with purely positive thoughts and in
creased competition in their playing.
But the source o f the optimism
and momentum this year is still the
exaa thing the Mustangs dted as the
cause o f their demise in 2010.
The five seniors who helped lead
the Mustangs to the Big West tide in
the 2009 season left the team, there
fore adding five new fieshmen to the
2010 roster.
Cahn said the shock o f new mem
bers, filling the spots o f the seniors,
who were all four-year staners, con
tributed to the team’s inexperience'

RYAN SIOAirrO MUSTANG DAILY RLE PHOTO

Qd Poly started its conference schedule last season with a 8-2 record* but then went 4 -7 . The team ended 23-24 overall.

and in turn, the losing season.
The coaching staff said there were
other weaknesses as well.
"There are a lot o f faaors that
played into (the loss),” Condon said,

"O ur defense really strug^ed. We
didn’t have what championship teams
need. That is good pitching, defense
and timely hitting. We fell short in all
o f those areas.”

But Condon said the upperclassmen have stepped up as leaders and
the coaching staff has greatly im-
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